AFTER   EVEREST
could do was told me by a villager recently: I reproducp
it in a close approximation to his own words.
" My uncle had some coco-nuts stolen from his land,
and brought the thieves to justice, with the result that,
they had to pay up. Then the usual family feud started.
The thieves are aH members of a large family whose record
is not very honourable. The head of their family married
four times, throwing out one wife after another if they
didn't produce male children. His last wife was five
months' pregnant, and these rowdies, fearing another son
would be born to share the family property, and that, in
consequence, they themselves would get a smaller share,
cut her throat. In this, they were unsuccessful, their
knowledge of anatomy not being accurate. So she sur-
vived, and a case was taken against the one who did*
the knifing. He was not convicted, nor any of his accom- '
plices, as they had enough money to bribe themselves off.
But although he had paid the magistrate, he had forgotten
to pay some of the police, and one or two policemen felt
that something ought to be done about it. So they got
hold of him one day, strung him up to a tree, and beat his
legs till one of them was broken. Thus, the man got his
deserts all right. Eventually, a male child was born, and
is now a healthy little boy. The knifing episode may be
said to have failed completely.
" Well, this family of rascals have sworn for a long
time that they would get even with my uncle for bring-
ing them to justice years ago. One day an opportunity
occurred. My uncle was away, and had left me in charge
of the house. A goat was tied up near to the door, and
one of these scoundrels came along, not knowing I was
there, and started to untie the goat. I soon stopped him, -
but he called to the others (who were near at hand), and
they beat me off and took the goat. Here are the scars
of the beating," (They looked pretty hefty ones, too.)
" We didn't take a case against this family, as we couldn't
possibly win it. But, unfortunately, daylight robbery with
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